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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "76" has been used to designate both "search results 
page" and "launch report generator and populate report with data". Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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4. Claims 6 & 7 recite the limitation "the health care provider" in line 9 of claim 6 
and line 2 of claim 7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The statutory status of the instant claims under Section 101 will be analyzed with 
guidance from MPEP Section 2106. 

(A) In the present case, claims 10-13 only recite an abstract idea. Exemplary claim 10 
recites a "website." Claim 10 fails to define any structural or functional interrelationships 
between the website and other computer elements to permit the website's functionality 
to be realized. 

For reasons given above, the claimed "website" appears merely to be a group of 
files, that is non-statutory functional descriptive material. 

In addition, for a claimed invention to be statutory, it must produce a useful, 
concrete, and tangible result. In the present case, claim 10 recites a useful and 
concrete (i.e. providing prescription assistance) but not tangible result for there is no 
provision to permit the website's functionality to be realized. 
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(B) In the present case, claim 14 only recites an abstract idea. Claim 14 recites a 
"website." Claim 14 fails to define any structural or functional interrelationships between 
the website and other computer elements to permit the website's functionality to be 
realized. 

For reasons given above, the claimed "website" appears merely to be a group of 
files, that is non-statutory functional descriptive material. 

In addition, for a claimed invention to be statutory, it must produce a useful, 
concrete, and tangible result. In the present case, claim 14 recites a useful and 
concrete (i.e. providing prescription assistance) but not tangible result for there is no 
provision to permit the website's functionality to be realized. 

(C) Moreover, in the present case, claims 15-19 only recite an abstract idea. Exemplary 
claim 15 recites "software." Claim 15 fails to define any structural or functional 
interrelationships between the software and other computer elements to permit the 
software's functionality to be realized. 

For reasons given above, the "software" is non-statutory functional descriptive 
material. 

In addition, for a claimed invention to be statutory, it must produce a useful, 
concrete, and tangible result. In the present case, claim 15 recites a useful and 
concrete (i.e. tracking a patient's prescription date) but not tangible result for there is no 
provision to permit the software's functionality to be realized. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
IndiCare. 

(A) Referring to claim 1, IndiCare discloses an online system for providing prescription 
assistance for indigent patients using programs provided by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, comprising (page 5, para. 1 of IndiCare; the Examiner interprets 
"pharmaceutical companies" to be a form of "pharmaceutical manufacturers"): 

a) a web server connected to the internet (page 4, para. 2 of IndiCare); 

b) a database connected to said web server, said database including names of 
manufacturers of drugs providing prescription assistance to indigent patients and their 
respective application forms required to be filled out and submitted to the manufacturer 
to participate in the programs (page 3, para. 3 of IndiCare); 

c) al least one workstation connected to said web server through the internet 
(page 4 of IndiCare); and 

d) software operably associated with said web server and said database for 

V 

searching the database for an application form by a user located at said at least one 
workstation by selecting manufacturer name or drug name, for viewing the forms on a 
monitor, for filling out the form for a patient and printing the form for sending to the 
manufacturer (page 3, para. 3 and page 5, para. 1 of IndiCare). 
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(B) Referring to claim 2, IndiCare discloses wherein said software further includes 
means tracking the patient's renewal date for prescription (page 12, para. 6 of IndiCare). 

(C) Referring to claims 3 and 4, IndiCare discloses wherein said software further 
includes means for manually filling out the form on the monitor and wherein said 
software further includes means for auto-filling the form (page 3, para. 3d of IndiCare; 
the Examiner interprets "not have to be reentered" to be a form of "auto-filling"). 

(D) Referring to claim 5, IndiCare discloses wherein said applications forms are stored 
in PDF files (page 4, para. 2g of IndiCare; the Examiner interprets "Adobe Acrobat 
Reader 3.01 " as a system requirement to imply the use of "PDF files"). 

(E) Referring to claim 6, IndiCare discloses a method for providing prescription 
assistance for indigent patients using programs provided by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, comprising (page 5, para. 1 of IndiCare): 

a) establishing a database including names of manufacturers of drugs providing 
prescription assistance to indigent patients and their respective application forms 
required to be filled out to participate in the programs (page 5, para. 2 of IndiCare); 

b) connecting the database online to a user; 

c) searching the database by the health care provider for an application form by 
selecting manufacturer name or drug name; 

d) viewing the form associated with selected manufacturer or drug on a monitor 
(page 3, para. 3 of IndiCare); 

e) filling out the form for a patient and printing the form for sending to the 
manufacturer (page 5, para. 1 of IndiCare). 
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(F) Referring to claim 7, IndiCare discloses tracking a date to remind the user to file a 
renewal application for the patient (page 12, para. 6 of IndiCare; the Examiner interprets 
"notification" to be a form of "remind" and "resubmission of the claim" to be a form of 
"renewal application"). 

(G) Referring to claims 8 & 9, IndiCare discloses wherein said filling the form is 
implemented by manually filling out the form on the monitor and wherein said filling out 
the form is implemented by means for auto-filling the form (page 3, para. 3d of 
IndiCare). 

(H) Refering to claim 10, IndiCare discloses a website for providing prescription 
assistance for indigent patients using programs provided by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, comprising (page 3, para. 1 of IndiCare): 

a) a login page for a user to register (Fig. 3 of IndiCare); 

b) a registered user's page displayed to the user when the user's login is 
accepted (page 7, para. 3 of IndiCare); 

c) a program forms page accessible from said registered user's page, said 
program forms page including a list of manufacturers and drugs to aid in finding a form 
required to be filled out and submitted to the manufacturer to participate in the programs 
(page 3, para. 3 of IndiCare); and 

d) a manual fill page accessible from said program forms page, said manual fill 
page displaying a selected manufacturer's blank form adapted to be filled out and 
printed for sending to the manufacturer (page 3, para. 3d and page 5, para. 2 of 
IndiCare). 
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(I) Referring to claim 1 1 , IndiCare discloses a) a tracking system entry page accessible 
from said registered user's page, said tracking system entry page for inputting patient 
information regarding prescription expiration date to calculate a renewal date for the 
patient (page 12, para. 6 of IndiCare; the Examiner interprets "Submission Prompting 
section" to be a form of "tracking system entry page"). 

(J) Referring to claims 12 & 13, IndiCare discloses wherein: a) said tracking system 
entry page further including means for generating reports showing activities for a 
specific patient and wherein: a) said tracking system entry page further including means 
for generating reports showing activities for a clinic (page 7, para. 2g of IndiCare). 
(K) Referring to claim 14, IndiCare discloses a website for providing prescription 
assistance for indigent patients using programs provided by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, comprising (page 3, para. 1 of IndiCare): 

a) a login page for a user to register (Fig. 3 of IndiCare); 

b) a registered user's page displayed to the user when the user's login is 
accepted (page 7, para. 3 of IndiCare); 

c) a program forms page accessible from said registered user's page, said 
program forms page including a list of manufacturers and drugs to aid in finding a form 
required to be filled out and submitted to the manufacturer to participate in the programs 
(page 3, para. 3 of IndiCare); and 

d) an autofill page accessible from said program forms page, said autofill page 
including means for filling out a selected application form and displaying the completed 
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form (page 3, para. 3d of IndiCare; the Examiner interprets "not have to be reentered" to 
be a form of "autofill"). 

(L) Referring to claim 15, IndiCare discloses software for providing prescription 
assistance for indigent patients using programs provided by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, comprising (page 3, para. 1 of IndiCare): 

a) a database including names of pharmaceutical manufacturers providing 
programs for indigent patients, their respective drugs which they distribute and their 
respective forms required to be filled out to participate in the programs (page 3, para. 3 
of IndiCare); 

b) means for allowing online access by a user to the database (page 3, para. 3a 
and para. 3c); and 

c) means for allowing a user to search online for a form by selecting 
manufacturer name or drug name, to view and fill out the form on a screen and to print 
the form (page 3, para. 3b and page 5, para. 2 of IndiCare). 

(M) Referring to claim 16, IndiCare discloses a) means for tracking online by a user a 
patient's prescription renewal date (page 12, para. 6 of IndiCare). 
(N) Referring to claim 17, IndiCare discloses a) means for generating a report online on 
patient activity (page 7, para. 2g of IndiCare). 

(O) Referring to claims 18 & 19, IndiCare discloses means for manually filling out the 
form on the screen and means for autofilling the form (page 3, para. 3d of IndiCare). 
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9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches the place to learn 
about pharmaceutical manufacturer's drug assistance programs 
( http://www.needvmeds.com ): a compilation of application criteria and forms for use by 
health care providers applying for free pharmaceuticals for their qualified uninsured 
patients ( http://rxassist.org ): and medications - free or low cost meds 
( http://www.usresolve.org/free-medications-and-prescriptions.php ). 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lena Najarian whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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